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The purpose of this study is to describe in more depth the problems that exist in the aspects
of teacher readiness, availability of resources, as well as evaluation and monitoring of
social studies learning in the independent curriculum. This kind of inquiry is called a
literature study. Books, articles or scientific papers, theses, dissertations, encyclopedias,
and other pertinent sources are some examples of the literature that was used. This study
demonstrates This study found several problems with social studies learning in the
independent curriculum in the aspects of teacher readiness, resource availability, as well
as evaluation and monitoring. Efforts that can be made are providing training for teachers
in implementing the curriculum, using and even developing resources, and conducting
evaluations. This effort requires support from the government and other educational
communities.
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1. Introduction

Education is an important foundation in forming the character and quality
of a country's human resources (Mubarok & Tambunan, 2021; Mardhiyah et al.,
2021). In Indonesia, efforts to continuously improve the education system have
resulted in various changes in the school curriculum. One of the biggest changes
that has been implemented is the Independent Curriculum. The Independent
Curriculum is a bold step by the government in giving schools the freedom to
develop their own curriculum, which is expected to be more relevant to local and
national needs (Mulyasa, 2022; Shodiq, 2023; Alifia, 2022).

In the context of the Independent Curriculum, the role of Social Sciences
(IPS) in Elementary Schools (SD) becomes very important. Social studies is a
subject that helps students understand the social and cultural world around them
(Riski, 2023). It covers topics such as history, geography, economics, and society.
In the independent curriculum, social studies has a significant role in developing
students' understanding of national identity, culture and their role in society.

There are several things that we can examine in implementing elementary
school social studies learning in the Merdeka curriculum, including teacher
readiness, completeness of resources, facilities and infrastructure, as well as
evaluation and monitoring (Cafsoh, 2023; Syafrizal, 2023). Regarding teacher
readiness, elementary social studies learning requires teachers with more skills
and knowledge to develop their own school curriculum (Romadhon, 2023). In this
regard, many teachers may require additional training to understand and
implement the new concepts of elementary social studies learning in this
curriculum

In relation to the point of completeness of resources, problems that often
occur are related to access to resources including textbooks, infrastructure and
technology (Makahingide, 2021). Another thing that needs to be considered is the
issue of evaluation and monitoring. The role of social studies in the Independent
Curriculum requires an adequate evaluation and monitoring system to measure

student achievement (Setyawati, 2023). This can be a challenge in measuring
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project-based and contextual learning outcomes. The purpose of this study is to
discuss in more depth the three points of implementing social studies learning

during the independent curriculum above.

2. Method

This essay was written utilizing a qualitative methodology and library
research techniques. Primary literature and information about subjects and
problems that researchers are thinking about and looking into are the types of
literature that are employed. Books, scientific reports or essays, theses,
dissertations, encyclopedias, and other sources were among the print and
electronic sources from which information for this article was gathered (Azizah &

Purwoko, 2019).

3. Result and Discussion
In the context of the Independent Curriculum, the role of Social Sciences in
Elementary Schools becomes very important. However, currently there are
several problems with elementary social studies learning in the Independent
Curriculum, including::
a. Teacher Readiness
One of the main problems that arise in the teacher's role in implementing
the Independent Curriculum in social studies learning in elementary schools is the
problem of readiness. Teacher readiness is a critical factor in ensuring that
changes in the curriculum can be implemented effectively. Some of the
challenges that arise in terms of teacher readiness include::
1) Lack of Understanding of the Independent Curriculum Concept
Many teachers may not fully understand the basic concepts and
principles of the Independent Curriculum. This includes how they can
make more independent decisions in designing their own school

curriculum, adapting learning to local contexts, and integrating contextual
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aspects in social studies learning. This lack of understanding can hinder

effective implementation (Nurcahyono & Putra, 2022; Isa et al., 2022).

2) Limited Curriculum Development Skills

Developing a school curriculum that is in accordance with the

Independent Curriculum requires special skills. Teachers need to be able

to design contextual learning plans, determine subject matter priorities,

and formulate effective learning methods. Lack of these skills can hinder
teachers' ability to implement changes in social studies learning (Sasmita

& Damansyah, 2022).

3) Lack of Resources and Support

Schools and teachers often face limited resources needed to
support the implementation of the Independent Curriculum in social
studies learning. This includes a lack of appropriate textbooks, equipment
for learning, and necessary training. Teachers need greater support from
schools, government and related institutions to overcome these

limitations (Koroh, 2022).

4) Resistance to Change

Not all teachers are ready to adopt major changes in learning
approaches. Some teachers may feel reluctant to abandon learning
methods they have mastered and are comfortable with old methods.

Curriculum changes are often met with resistance from some teachers,

which can hinder the changes needed in social studies learning at SD

(Nurcahyono & Putra, 2022).

In overcoming the problem of teacher readiness, greater efforts need to
be made in providing training and assistance to teachers to understand and
implement the Independent Curriculum well (Husain, 2023). Adequate support
and resources also need to be provided so that teachers can carry out their duties

effectively in the context of this more independent learning approach.
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b. Resource Availability
One of the main challenges in implementing the Independent Curriculum
in Social Sciences (IPS) learning in Elementary Schools (SD) is the problem of
completeness of resources (Septiana, 2023). While this approach gives schools
the freedom and flexibility to adapt their own curriculum, the availability of
sufficient resources is an important factor. Several problems that arise regarding
the completeness of resources in social studies learning in elementary schools
include:
1) Lack of Appropriate Textbooks
Curriculum development that is in accordance with the
Independent Curriculum requires supporting textbooks (Rahmadiyanti &
Hartoyo, 2022). However, in many cases, textbooks that suit the
contextual approach and curriculum created by the school may be
unavailable or limited. This can make it difficult for teachers to facilitate
effective learning.
2) Limitations of Equipment and Technology
The use of modern technology and equipment can improve the
quality of social studies learning. However, limited access to hardware,
software and internet connections can be an obstacle. This limits the
ability of teachers and students to utilize digital resources and technology
in learning (Dayu et al., 2022).
3) Lack of contextual learning resources
Contextual social studies learning requires learning resources that
are relevant to the environment and student needs (Fembriani, 2022).
However, many schools may not have access to learning resources that
cover local, regional topics or current social issues. This can hinder

context-based learning.
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4) Lack of Training for Resource Use

The use of different learning resources requires appropriate
training (Zulaikha et al., 2022). Teachers and students need to be given
training to utilize resources effectively. Limited training can mean that
existing resources are not utilized optimally.

5) Support from the Government/Related Institutions is needed

The government and educational institutions have an important
role in ensuring the availability of resources necessary for successful social
studies learning (Maskur, 2023). Challenges arise if support from
authorities is inadequate in the form of budgets, training programs, or
initiatives to provide appropriate resources.

Overcoming the problem of completeness of resources in social studies
learning in elementary schools in the context of the Independent Curriculum
requires joint efforts from schools, government and educational institutions
(Ramdhani, 2023). It is important to provide better access to textbooks,
contextual learning resources, equipment and training necessary for teachers and
students to achieve more effective and relevant learning goals.

c. Evaluasi dan Monitoring

Evaluation and monitoring are important aspects of effective learning
(Hidayat & Asyafah, 2019). In the context of the Independent Curriculum and
Social Sciences (IPS) learning in Elementary Schools (SD), there are several
problems that need attention:

1) Insufficient Understanding of Project Based Evaluation

The Merdeka Curriculum encourages a project-based learning
approach, where students undertake research projects or action projects
to test their understanding. However, not all teachers have sufficient
understanding of how to evaluate these projects objectively. Insufficient
understanding can result in inconsistent and inadequate evaluations

(Fahlevi, 2022).
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2) Lack of Appropriate Evaluation Instruments
In the context of contextual social studies learning, evaluation

instruments must reflect different learning approaches (Latip, 2018).

However, there is often no appropriate evaluation instrument that can

measure student achievement in terms of contextual understanding and

the necessary critical thinking skills.

3) Lack of Relevant Data

Monitoring is an important part of understanding student
progress. However, relevant and reliable data is often difficult to obtain.

An effective monitoring system that covers contextual aspects of social

studies learning may not yet be fully implemented (Fahreza & Rosa, 2019).

4) Difficulty in Measuring Context-Based Progress

Social studies learning that focuses on context is often difficult to
measure objectively (Akbar et al., 2023). Context-based evaluation can
vary by school, depending on local issues and differences in the social
environment. This makes evaluation standards more difficult to measure
consistently.

5) Increased Evaluation Burden

The use of a project-based learning approach often requires a
more in-depth and comprehensive evaluation (Karo et al., 2023). This can
increase teachers' workload in measuring and evaluating student
progress, especially in large classes.

In overcoming the problem of evaluation and monitoring in social studies
learning in elementary schools in the Independent Curriculum, there needs to be
investment in teacher training to develop an understanding of project-based
evaluation (Damayanti, 2023). The development of evaluation instruments that
are appropriate to a contextual approach is also very important. In addition,

monitoring systems that can measure student progress in different contexts
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should be developed to provide more accurate information about learning

outcomes.

4, Conclusion
There are several problems with elementary social studies learning in the

Independent Curriculum. The aspects of teacher readiness include a lack of
understanding of the concept of an independent curriculum, limited curriculum
development skills, lack of resources and support, resistance to change. To
overcome this, it is necessary to provide training and assistance to teachers to
understand and implement the Independent Curriculum well. In the context of
resource availability, problems that occur include lack of appropriate textbooks,
limited equipment and technology, lack of contextual learning resources, lack of
training for resource use, and the need for support from the Government/Related
Institutions. To overcome this, joint efforts are needed from schools, government
and educational institutions. In the context of evaluation and monitoring, this
includes a lack of understanding of project-based evaluation, inappropriate
evaluation instruments, lack of relevant data, difficulty measuring progress based
on context, increased evaluation burden. Efforts that can be made are investing

in teacher training to develop understanding of project-based evaluation
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